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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIMS 

 

At Hunwick Primary School we aim to: 

 

Education and Training 

 

⮚ Guide and support every child in fulfilling their potential 

⮚ Promote high standards and high expectations in all areas of school life 

⮚ Develop high aspirations and motivate children to enjoy learning 

⮚ Provide children with the skills and enthusiasm for life-long learning 
 

Protection from Harm and Neglect 

 

⮚ Keep children safe at all times 

⮚ Provide a safe, stimulating, happy environment 

⮚ Value everyone in our school community 

⮚ Contribute in developing a sense of right and wrong 
 

Physical and Mental Health 

 

⮚ To encourage healthy lifestyles 

⮚ To keep children mentally and emotionally healthy 

⮚ To help children become caring and responsible 

⮚ To work towards eliminating childhood obesity 
 

Contribute to Society  

 

⮚ Develop councils and groups in school which contribute to the decisions made  

⮚ Be central to the village community 

⮚ Work with local groups whenever possible 

⮚ Understand that there are vulnerable groups in all societies and that we can all help 

⮚ Prepare and educate children about the wider world, beyond the local area 

⮚ Continue to develop partnerships with local, national and international partners 
 

Achieve economic well being  

 

⮚ Work with the community and local children’s board to improve the community 

⮚ Give pupils the opportunity to raise funds and take responsibility for projects 

⮚ Prepare them for secondary education by developing independence 

 

In Partnership 

 

WE LEARN 

 

WE SHARE 

 

WE SUCCEED 
 



 

Nursery Sessions 
 

When can your child start at Hunwick Nursery? 

Children can access a place from the start of the term following their 3rd birthday. School terms usually 

run from September to December (Autumn Term), January to April (Spring Term), and April to July 

(Summer Term). 

 

All parents are eligible for 15 hours free provision and some are eligible to 30 hours of free education 

and childcare per week. Guidance on whether or not you will be eligible for 30 hours can found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare. 

 

Parents of 3-4 year old children can also purchase extra nursery sessions if there is availability – these 

sessions will be offered on a first come first served basis. 

 

15 hours will be offered as: 

5 mornings, 8:45am – 11:45am 

 

30 hours will be offered as: 

Monday to Friday, 8:45am – 3:10pm (extended to tie in with the end of the school day – Nursery 

children can be collected from 3:00pm). 

 

 

Our sessions are: 

 
Breakfast Provision (Nursery to Year 6) 8:00am – 8:45am 

30 Hour session including lunch 8:45am – 3:10pm 
(can be collected from 3:00pm) 

Morning Session 8:45am – 11:45am 

After School Provision (Nursery to Year 6) 3:15pm – 5:30pm 

 
 

Booking Sessions 
 

Places must be booked in blocks of half a term and paid for in advance where applicable via the school’s 

Arbor app. Refunds cannot be given for missed sessions, as staffing and resourcing are based upon 

anticipated income. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/30-hours-free-childcare


 

 

Pricing structure: 
 

Breakfast provision 8:00am – 8:45am £2.00 per child. Children can 
bring in their own food if you 
wish. 

Morning Session 8:45am – 11:45am Free to 3-4 year olds, funded 
through vouchers.  
 

Lunch (for children attending 
30 hour sessions) 

From 11:45am £2.20 or bring in their own 
healthy packed lunch. 

Additional 15 hours (afternoon) 11:45am – 3:10pm 
(Nursery children can be 
collected from 3:00pm) 

£4.50 per hour, unless funded 
through 30hr entitlement 
Government funding. See the 
link below for more 
information on eligibility. 

Morning snack  £0.50 

Afternoon snack  £0.50 

After School provision 3:15pm – 5:30pm £4.00 per child. Children can 
bring in their own food if you 
wish. 

 
More information regarding the funding of childcare entitlement can be found at: 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2955/nursery-and-pre-school-education 

 

Starting Nursery 
 

With your support, the staff aim to help children to settle quickly into our Early Years environment and 

enjoy their learning experiences in a stimulating and friendly environment. We aim to ensure their first 

experience of nursery will create a positive attitude to later school life. We will arrange with you 

opportunities for you and your child to visit the school and talk with our staff prior to starting. 

 

Staffing 
 

The Early Years provision is staffed by a qualified teacher and teaching assistant. Additional adults may 

also support provision, such as students and established volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2955/nursery-and-pre-school-education


Drop off and Collection Procedures 

 
Each morning, the children are greeted at the school gate by our staff and taken to the classroom.  The 

children can be collected from the same gate at the end of the morning session. If your child is staying 

for the full day, the children are collected from the classroom door from 3:00pm to 3:10pm – the gate is 

opened at 3:00pm. 

 

If your child is accessing our morning or afternoon wraparound provision, they will be greeted by staff at 

the door located at the top of the drive beyond the main entrance. Children can also be collected from 

this door. 

 

 

For more general information about our school day, please see the School Information booklet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Early Years Curriculum 
 

Nursery and Reception-aged children form one cohort and share our Early Years environment. 



 

We aim to provide a curriculum to develop the whole child. Young children learn by first-hand 

experience i.e. doing, touching and seeing for themselves through play. Their intellectual, social, 

emotional, creative and physical development will be supported through planned opportunities across 

the seven areas of learning to ensure each child receives a broad and balanced curriculum, both indoors 

and outdoors. 

 

The document ‘The Early Years Foundation Stage’ forms the basis for education from birth to five and 

was updated for September 2021. It sets out the correct ratios and welfare requirements, as well as 

Early Learning Goals. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage identifies characteristics of effective learning: 

 

Playing and exploring – engagement 

• Finding out and exploring 

• Playing with what they know 

• Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

 

Active learning – motivation 

• Being involved and concentrating 

• Keeping trying 

• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

 

Creating and thinking critically – thinking 

• Having their own ideas 

• Making links 

• Working with ideas 

 

The three prime areas of learning are: 

 

1. Communication and Language 

This encompasses listening, attention and understanding, as well as speaking. Language development is 

vitally important as it forms the basis for all learning and influences later success. Good language skills 

are a pre-requisite of reading and writing. We want children to have solid attention and listening skills to 

support their learning individually and in a group. We want them to understand what is being said to 

them and follow instructions. It is important for children to be able to communicate their needs and 

express themselves. We want children to enjoy communicating and learning new words. The school 

follows the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds phonics programme, and children in Nursery will begin to 

learn about sounds primarily through play opportunities. 

 

2. Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

This area involves self-regulation, managing self and building relationships. There is a focus on 

developing self-confidence and self-awareness, managing feelings and behaviour, as well as on making 

relationships. This is another crucial area of learning and influences how the child feels about 

themselves and how they learn. Children need to be confident in making choices, doing a variety of 

activities and maintaining concentration. It is also about developing the way your child interacts with 

others, learning to share and play co-operatively in small groups and occasionally larger ones. They need 



to be able to express and manage their emotions, recognising and considering other people’s needs. It is 

also about your child’s ability to look after themselves i.e. going to the toilet, feeding themselves, 

dressing etc. 

 

3. Physical Development 

This covers gross motor and fine motor development. Children have the opportunity and are 

encouraged to run freely, climb, skip, jump, throw, catch and balance. This helps to develop self-

confidence and self-awareness. Fine manipulative skills are developed through interaction with 

construction toys, jigsaws etc, and the use of equipment such as pencils, crayons, scissors and threading.  

 

There are four specific areas of learning in addition to the prime areas: 

 

1. Literacy 

This covers comprehension, word reading and writing. Children have access to a wide range of books, 

and are read to regularly. Children are exposed to letters and sounds through their play and activities, 

which are a pre-requisite to learning to read. Early writing skills are encouraged, and children make 

marks and begin to form letters with crayons, paint, pencils and other tools, on paper, in the sand, soil, 

dough and clay etc.  

 

2. Mathematics 

This encompasses number and numerical patterns, as well as shape, space and measures. We provide 

opportunities for mathematical experiences in comparison, counting, cardinality, composition, spatial 

awareness, shape, pattern and measures. Children are exposed to mathematics throughout the 

provision, with learning taking place through focused activities and free play. Children learn that maths 

is all around them, and are encouraged to develop their mathematical vocabulary and skills in their day 

to day interactions with their environment. 

 

3. Understanding the World 

This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through 

opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology, and the environment. 

 

4. Expressive Arts and Design 

This involves creating with materials as well as being imaginative and expressive.  

 

 

 

  

 

 


